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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
I" Exterior. The Scott Mansion is a 2 story brick hip roofed 8 void x 6 voj-d
regular cubical town house in the ItaLianate styl-e with a cupola centered on the
roof. The entry front is to the east facing 10th Street. It is marked by a 2 story
Jetty centered on the ent.ry, contalning a main doorway, original-Ly a double leaf
soLid 4 panel-ed door with sidel-ights and a transom. It was surmounted by a hall-
window of unusual design with a curved stone l-intel- with applied ornamentation. The
jetty is topped by a pediment. The main cornice of the mansion is bracketed, the
brackets being of fine detail- and smal-l- scal-e. The central- jetty is fl-anked on
either side by 1- story verandas extending the ful-l- length of the house. Each veranda
is supported by 4 sided porch posts of an unusuaL pattern. Secondary entries are
l-ocated on the north and south elevations. The north entry has a fine double l-eaf
deor" The south entry has an exceLLent small- veranda supported by posts matching
those of the front verandas. Al-1 exterior windows, with the exeeption of the two
rear windows in the lower l-evel- of the kitchen wing, are replacements for 6 x 6 light
sash. Orlglnal- bllnds with sel-f closing hinges are attached to al-l window frames.

II. Int€rior. The main block of the Seott Mansion is cubieal, consisting of four
roons to the floor, separated by a stair hal-l-. The front suite of rooms is larger
by L/3 than the rear suite. The right hand room upon entering is the f-ibrary. It
contains a handsome walnut book case buit-t in a chinney nook next to a marble fire-
p1-ace of Grecian style. It has a central pI-aster medallion ornament in its ceiling
of good Renaissance Revival- design, from which a fine gas chandelier hangs. The
parlour, to the l-eft of the entry ha11, has been altered by the removal- of a fire-
place and the extension of the doorway on the hall- wal1 from 36 inches to 60 inches.
It contains a fine plaster medallion on the ceiLing and a chandelier taken from
another home in the l-920rs. The chandelier in the library formerly hung in this room.

The rear suite of rooms are less formal- in character. The left hand room,
originally used as a music room, is now a bedroom. The right hand room is the dining
room. It has a built-in china cubboard which appears to be of grained walnut. The
kitchen ls attached to the rear of the main bl-ock and is of 2 stories. It has a
aink lined sink and pump, whieh appear to be contemporary with the house. An earl-y
free-standing pie safe is also located in the kitchen.

The Scott Mansion has both a front and back stair system. The front stairs rise
in the main entry ha1-1-, run to a landing, then return 1B0o to the uPper hall. The

newel post is a large fine Grecian-style post. The balusters have been turned to
match the newel- in profil-e. The upper bedroorns consist of two large bedrooms fol-l-owed
by two smaller bedrooms. The front I-arge bedroom has a good central gas chandelier.
The three remaining bedrooms are p1ainl-y appointed, although all four rooms have
Grecian-style chinney pieces. The 2 bedrooms over the kitchen for hired help are
p1-ain.

" III. EarLy Literary Description. The Scott Mansion was described by Frank-MaaNutt
i'.sixQ924)asitwasinhisboyhoodinthe]-B60|s.A].-
tt,oistoo1engthyforinc].usioninthisnomination,afew
extracts are reproduced on the next page:
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Description (continued)

..i. My Grandfather?s house was typical of its period; buil_t of
brick, painted dark red, picked out with white tracings the
windows furnished with dark green sl-atted blinds, it resernbled
a dozen others in the county. A central- hall- ran through the niddle
of the house from which the rooms opened to the right and 1-eft.
The front entrance !/as approached ty tive granite steps leading
to a shallow vestibule, fl-anked by covered verandas. Similar
verandas were built on the north and south sides, and another,
covered with lattice work, ran a1-ong the side of the kitehen
wing at the back. It was two stories in height and was surmounted
by a square cupola, which we called the ttobservatory", rising
above the center of the roof.

The interior of my gaandfatherrs house differed in no essentlal
respect from others of its class. certain features in their
furnishings were comnon to all of them. velvet carpets of rather
gorgeous designs covered the fl-oors of the best rooms; they were
very expensive and Lasted forever. French gilt elocks surmounted
by figures, stood under bei-lshaped glass shades upon mantel pieces
of white or variegated marble. Gilt-framed pier glasses were
placed between windows, which were heavil-y draped with curtains,
usually of brocatelle under which white lace hangings were visibLe.
The furniture of rosewood or mahogany hTas in sets, each room being
provided with six chairs, two arm chairs, a rocker and a sofa,
while upon the marble center table there lay giled albums and
decorative books that we:se not meant to be open, much l-ess read...
(F. MacNutt, supra 13-15)
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I. Architectural Significance. The Scott Mansion is a quiet, restrained exampLe
of the best in MiddLe Anerican nid-lgth century urban architecture. It uras de-
signed as a detached singl-e f amil-y town dwel-l-ing in its own garden and yard, most
of which setting remains intact, except for such accessories as the grape arbour
and hitching post. The cubical- organization of the main bl-ock of the house is
well- adapted to the corner l-ot site of the structure. The exterior detai.Ling is
crisp, almost cLassicaL in feel.ing. The fenestration is more like the Greek
Revival- designs than ltal-ianate designs. The cupola is a masterpiece of ornanentaL
architecture. It completes the whol-e. The pLans and specifications for the house
are maintained by the Scott family. Unfortunately, due to a death in the fafiil-y,
these items of major signifieance urere not avail-abl-e for examination.

The Scott Mansion interiors are al-so exampl-es of restrained earl-y Victorian
design, possessing subtLe grace and beauty, derived primarily from the exceLLent
proportions of ehimney pieee, ceil-ing medal-Lion and fenestration to the scale of
each room. The original furnishings manufactured by Anton Egli for the house are
intact. The Scott Mansion is a relatively unchanged town house of the 1-850ts,
designed with grace and urbanity. tt has few paral1e1s in the Midwest.

II. Historical Significance. The Scott Mansion has been ovrned by the Scott fanily
since l-858. It is therefore an unique social- and historical ill-ustration of the
life history of three generations of upper nriddle class Americans. Additional-ly,
Andrew F. Seott and Frank MacNutt were historical- figures in their own right.

Andrew F. Scott was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia, in 181-1. 11s gmigrated
to Wayne County, Indiana, in 1838. He had been trained as a school teacher. Scott
became a cl-erk for Daniel Reid, Registrar of the Land Office in Ft. I^Iayne in 1839.
He moved to Centervil-Len Indiana, in 1-841-, having been made Deputy Sheriff. IIe
spent lB43-47 in Cincinnati, then returned to Richmond and opened a general store.
In 1851-, he was elected County Cl-erk. He was re-el-ected in l-856. During the 1-860rs,
Scott farued and worked as a carpenter. In 1866, he joined James Forkner and
Roswell- El-ner in a wholesale grocery store. In L872 h" ra" elecLed first President
of the Second National Bank of Richmond. Scott was Wayne Qguntyrs most important
Democratic political Leader during the period l-850-1870. g[p was assoeiated *ith' James Elder, editor of the t'Jeffersonianrt who was attackeQ hy Ur:fre. thugs on the
pLatforn 6f the R:ichmond railroad station in 1863. Scott R&aye€,e part in the rise
of Ol-iver P. Morton; Morton was appointed Circult Coutt Julge as E Democrat under
Scottrs l-eadership in L851. Scott had sufficient infl-uence as l-ate as l-883 to secure
a dipl"onatic post for his grandson. Andrew F. Scott was a dissenter in a Republ-ican
district at th*t time.
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it' Andrew F. Scott and Martha Jane (McGlathery) Scott had four chiLdren;; John,
Letitia' Augustis and Mary. Letitia married Joseph MacNutt in 1859. She died in
1863' after giving birth to one sone, Frank. Frank MacNutt was raised by his
grandparents in the family home. In his earl-iest years, he took an unusual interest
in religion. At 6 he became enamoured of the Roman Catholic Church. He attended
Phillips Exeter Academy and Harvard. After cJ-osing out his undergraduate career
6t Harvard, he went to Mexico. During his Mexican stay in the l-B7Ots, he was
received into the Catholic Church, much against his grandparentsr wi1l. Andrew
Scott secured his precocious grandson a diplomatic post as first secretary of the
U. S. Legation in Constantinopl-e in 1-883. MacNutt was then assigned to the Legation
at Madrid. Upon his release from dd.plomatic services in the Harrison regi-rne, he
went to Rome. He was admitted to the inner circle of the Papal Household and was
utilized as a special- envoy to Poland by Leo XIII during the pogroms. of the late
1BB0's. MacNutt was made a Papal Chamberlain by Leo XIII, a post which he held
through the reign of Pius X. He bought a schloss in the Austrian Tyrol which be-
came his continental headquarters. During World War I, he served as unofficial
diplomatic representative of sma1l emerging nations in Berne. He died in L927.

Augustus C. Scott, born August 4, L843, married Rachel Brown on May 3, 1888.
He had four children: Thomas, Andrew F. II, Martha, and Ruth. Andrew and Martha
Scott survive, and maintain the family home. The Scott Mansion is an unique
American home. Its principaL value derives not from its architectural- meri-t, which
is considerable, but from the association the ol-d home has with the Scott-MacNutt
fami1y for 116 years. It is a rare type of living document regarding American social
and cultural history. Frank Maclrluttn a gifted and unusual man, represented to
American catholicism what G. c. chesterton did to English catholicism" He w4s a,
f.iterary man. He l^/rote a classic history of the Spanish conquest of Mexico. His
diplonatic position with the Papacy \^/as unique. MacNuttrs autobiography, edited by
a Jesuit priest, nas published as a Catholic Book of the Month Club selection in
1-936. Andrew F. Scott was a signifieant Indiana banker and politician. His role
in the fornation of the political future of Oliver P. Morton has never been
properly evaluated. In short, the Scott Mansion is an outstanding exemplar of mid
19th century upper middle class cul-ture and has a firm connection with state,
national and international history.
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